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Japan and Britain in the Edo Period 1600-1820s
[% 8] 2021.4.24 Sat. ~ 7.11 Sun.
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Phase 1 covers Britain-Japan relations from the end of the 16th century to the
beginning of the 19th century. While it is often thought that both countries had
virtually no relationship in this period due to Japan’s foreign policy of “sakoku”
(seclusion), this exhibition’s exhibits conjure up a picture of British people trying to
approach Japan amid torrid global affairs, and the people of the Japanese archipelago
standing up to these British.
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Age of Exploration - First visit of the British to these shores
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Age of Exploration - First visit of the British to these shores
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European countries set sail for Asia in the Age of Exploration and Britain was one of those countries. In the year 1600, the
Englishman, William Adams, reached Japan in a Dutch ship, after which he became a key advisor to the shogun, Tokugawa
Ieyasu. In 1613, John Saris was dispatched to Japan by the East India Company. With the permission of Ieyasu, trade with

Japan got underway, but the Dutch gained the ascendancy, and within a mere 10 years, the British merchant house withdrew.
Let’s take a look at the dawn of Britain-Japan relations.
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Map of Asia RINRRICRHLES
"Asia" Gerhard Mercator N A THARFR) 16094

Adams offers to Ieyasu to pilot Spanish ships
Francois Pasio, "Lettres annales du Japon, envoyees par F.
Pasio au Claude Aquaviva" (Japanese Propagation Report by
the Missionaries of the Society of Jesus)
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Exchanging glances under the “sakoku” policy
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Exchanging glances under the “sakoku” policy
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The Edo shogunate implemented the so-called policy of “sakoku” (seclusion) in the 1630s, placing restrictions on relations with
foreign countries. However, Japan maintained exchanges with neighboring countries and peoples such as China, Korea,
Ryukyu and the Ainu. It also obtained information about Europe, including Britain, from the curator of the Dutch trading
house. From the mid-17th century to the beginning of the 18th, books about and maps of Japan were published in London, and
even in Japan, writings that touched on Britain started to appear. This begs the question: how did both countries see each other

during this period of “sakoku”?
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China and the northern Pacific in the 18th century: Canton and sea otters
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China and the northern Pacific in the 18th century: Canton and sea otters
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Entering the 18th century, Britain expanded its power across the globe, and started to make serious inroads into Asia. With
designs on Chinese tea, Britain set out to expand trade with China, but the Qing dynasty limited foreign trade to the single port
of Canton. In the late 18th century, the fur of northern Pacific sea otters started to be regularly brought into Canton by British
merchants. Through this process, Britain found its way across the sea to Japan for the first time in a while. Loaded with pelts,
a ship called the “Argonaut” arrived in Hakata in 1791. In 1796, the HMS Providence carried out surveying work in Ezo.
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Native people of Alaska holding furs Track of HMS Providence
Frederick W. Beechey, "Narrative of a voyage to the Pacific William R. Broughton, "A Voyage of discovery to the North
and Beering's Strait" Pacific"

Copyright © 2021
Yokohama Archives of History.
All Rights Reserved.



4 FRLAVESRE T T — NV EEHY

The Napoleonic Wars and the Phaeton Incident
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The Napoleonic Wars and the Phaeton Incident
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Amid the chaos following the French Revolution of 1789, Napoleon came to power and marched his armies across Europe to
extend his domain. In opposition to France, Britain was extending its power by taking over the rights and interests of countries
around the world annexed by France. In 1808, the British warship, the HMS Phaeton, entered the port of Nagasaki and
ambushed the Dutch. Following this incident, there was increased wariness of Britain, and people started to study the English
language. On the other hand, some missionaries in Asia were also interested in Japan.
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RIBEE XL IEYER English-Japanese dictionary compiled by missionaries

HMS Phaeton that entered the harbor of Nagasaki Walter Henry Medhurst, Ag English and Japanese and
Japanese and English Vocabulary"
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Arrival of whaling ships to Japan
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Arrival of whaling ships to Japan
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In the 1820s, there was a lot of excitement at the discovery of a new ocean resource in the northern Pacific. It was
whales. British and American whaling ships were particularly drawn to sperm whales, which live in a wide area
extending from Japan to Hawaii. These ships also contained some British ships that would disembark on Japanese
shores and commit acts of violence. Increasingly vigilant against such acts, the shogunate gave orders within the
country to drive off foreign ships and organized a coastal defense system in 1825.
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Whaling by American ship
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